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In the second place, solipsism follows from the empirical doctrine of 
perceptual experience and of the knowledge of other minds. As James 
holds, the same experience is both object and knovver, according to the con- 
text in which it is taken. In criticism of this, the author does little more 
than repeat the conclusion already drawn, pointing out that it is impos- 
sible for the individual to escape from the context denominated the 
knower, and that the plausibility of the argument lies in the use of terms 
which irresistibly suggest independent existence. This being the case, 
there is no difficulty in making short work of the account given of the 
knowledge of other minds. ' The terminal experiences of these would-be 
communicating minds are different experiences,' and for this reason there 
can be ' no junction between these two minds, any more than there is 
between percipient experience and a thing which is not another mind' 
(p. 611). 

B. II. Bode. 
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JOURNALS AND NEW BOOKS 

ANNALEN DEE NATURPHILO SOPHIE. December, 1906, Band 
V., Heft 4. Energie und Bichtkrtifte (pp. 409^38): H. Herz. - The 
quantitative conception of the world, expressed in the theory of energy, 
needs supplementation by a qualitative one. Changes occurring in the 
direction — e. g., in the case of refracted rays — and in the form of energy 
— e. g., from heat to light — are not proved to be commensurable with ivorh- 
performing energy. Hence the appearance of chance. Such changes 
demand the concept of ' direction-force,' as distinguished from work-force. 
Direction-force is structural and also functional in its effects. Struc- 
turally it has three types: juxtaposition, superposition and organization. 
Functionally direction-forces are shown to be important and most neg- 
lected in every field. The outcome of the concept seems to be that the 
author opposes to the hypothesis of psychical energy, or work-force, that 
of psychical direction-force (Richthrafte). Ein hypothetisches ' Paral- 
lel 'gesetz (pp. 439-448): Th. Ziehen. - Parallel laws concern the relation 
of stimulations to sensations : e. g., were the relations of wave-lengths to 
colors in sensation subsumed under a law, that would be a ' parallel,' 
not a causal law. To assist in arriving at such a law the differential 
equations corresponding respectively to variations in quality and intensity 
are suggested. Zur Kausalitdtslehre (pp. 446-448) : W. M. Frankl. - If 
the following is assumed: Every positive, temporal fact is conditioned by 
another which immediately precedes it, — then twelve propositions, which 
are stated, inevitably follow. Das Duale System der Harmonic VII. Dis- 
sonanz und Auflosung. Harmonisierung (pp. 449-503) : A. v. Oettingen'. 
-A highly technical article apparently continuing an exposition of the 
musical notation and instrumentation by which the present compromises 
between purity of tone and practical convenience may be obviated. Die 
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Altersgrenze (pp. 504-511): W. Osler. -The advantage of frequent 
change of place for professors, to avoid arrested development as well as 
progeria — the latter a disease from which a whole faculty has suffered. 
The folly of supposing that all professors get old at the same age. " One 
can scarcely name a great and far-reaching victory which was not given 
the world by a man who had not yet attained the prime of life." " It is my 
second fixed idea that men over sixty are superfluous." " Study till twenty- 
four, investigate till forty; practise till sixty; then retire." New Books 
(pp. 512-520) : W. O. - W. Schallmayer, Beitrage zu einer National- 
hiologie. G. Heymans, Die Gesetze und Elemente des wissenschaftlichen 
Denkens. W. Jerusalem, Wege und Ziele der Asthelik. Berichtigungen. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 



Professor James H. Leuba, of Bryn Mawr College, has furnished 
the Journal with the following note on a new method of producing color 
stimuli of definite saturation and of testing Weber's law for color sensa- 
tions: "Psychologists will be interested in the work being done at the 
Bryn Mawr College chemical laboratory by Dr. Horn and one of his 
students, Sue A. Blake, as outlined in a series of papers on 'Variable 
Sensitiveness in Colorimetry,' published in the American Chemical Jour- 
nal (Vol. XXXV., p. 253; XXXVL, pp. 195, 516). In the first paper the 
authors show that ' at certain definite concentrations, the comparison in 
the colorimetric determination of chromium can be made with greater 
ease and accuracy than at other concentrations.' In two subsequent 
papers they prove that, within certain definite and experimentally de- 
terminable limits, changing with each coloring substance, the amount of 
the coloring substance that will produce a just observable difference in 
color is a constant fraction of the total weight of the coloring substance 
already present. Thus they verified by a new method, and within limits, 
Weber's law for colorations due to potassium chromate (yellow), copper 
sulphate (blue) and ammoniacal solution of copper sulphate (violet). 



